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Dr. Lasanthi Manaranjanie Kalinga Dona

Musician/Ethnomusicologist

Lasanthi Manaranjanie is a versatile Sri Lankan musician and lecturer with rich
international experiences. She started her academic career in 1996 as a temporary
assistant lecturer in the Department of Fine Arts at Kelaniya University and continued
in 1999 as a permanent lecturer until 2011 in the Department of Performing Arts, Sri
Palee campus of the University of Colombo, Sri Lanka. During this period, she earned
her M.Mus. degree in North Indian classical violin from Banaras Hindu University in
Banaras, India, pursued her doctoral studies for two and a half years at the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music in Shanghai, China, and finally earned her Ph.D. degree in
(ethno)musicology with a focus on music therapy and medical ethnomusicology from

the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia.

Following her graduation in 2010, she took opportunities to establish herself in the
international arena through lectures, concerts, seminars, and workshops at various
venues, including universities, institutes, schools, conferences, and festivals. Her
research work, musicianship, and teaching efficiently complement each other. She
established herself as a vocalist and band leader in the performance of Sri Lankan
music, as a vocalist in performance of various Slavic musics, and as violinist in
performance of North Indian classical music. She was involved in teaching courses on
B.A., M.A. and Ph.D. levels in Slovenia, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Taiwan, Turkey, and U.S.A. So far, she had shared her knowledge and skills with the
audiences in Austria, Bangladesh, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, China, Croatia,
Czech Republic, France, Germany, India, Italy, Macedonia, Montenegro, Nepal,
Norway, Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey, USA, and

Vietnham.

Her research interests are: music therapy, music and healing rituals (medical
ethnomusicology), music of minorities, music and conflict resolution, and applied

ethnomusicology.

In December 2020 she joined the Department of Fine Arts as a Senior Lecturer Grade-

I at the University of Kelaniya.
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Nationality : Sri Lankan

Date of Birth : 19 December 1969

Language proficiency : English, Hindi, Chinese, Slovene

Mobile : +94719 578585
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»Music and Minorities Study Group Report«, co-authored with Alma
Bejtullahu. In Bulletin of the International Council for Traditions of Msuic and
Dance. Vol. 155, April 2024 (p. 23-25) ISSN: 2304-4039 (online)
155-1CTMD-Bulletin-Apr-2024-better (ictmusic.org)

»Artistic Means and Therapeutic Effects in Sri Lankan Healing Rituals«
In Saman Panapitya & Meddegoda (Eds.), Journal of Research in Music, 2024,
Vol. 02, Issue 01. Published by Faculty of Music, University of the Visual and
Performing Arts. 2024: 1-27. DOI: 10.4038/jrm.v2i1.24. E-ISSN: 2961-5666
»Artistic Means and Therapeutic Effects in Sri Lankan Healing Rituals«
In Mastnak, W. & Yang, J. (Eds.) Proceedings of the Interantional Asia Pacific
Music Theapy Congress, 2023, Beijing. (in Chinese) ResearchGate.

2023: 79-104. DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.18021.78568

»Transcultural Dynamics in the Experience of a Sri Lankan Musician in
Slovenia«. In Svanibor Pettan ed. Music and Minorities: (Trans)cultural
Dynamics in Slovenia After the Year 1991/Glasba in etnicne manjsine:
(trans)kulturna dinamika v Sloveniji po letu 1991. Ljubljana: University of
Ljubljana Press, Faculty of Arts. 2021: 191-207. ISBN 978-961-06-0462-4
DOI: 10.4312/9789610604624 (Online)

»Transcultural Dynamics in the Experience of a Sri Lankan Musician in
Slovenia«. In Svanibor Pettan ed. Music and Minorities: (Trans)cultural
Dynamics in Slovenia After the Year 1991/Glasba in etnicne manjsine:
(trans)kulturna dinamika v Sloveniji po letu 1991. Ljubljana: University of
Ljubljana Press, Faculty of Arts. 2021: 191-207. ISBN 978-961-06-0463-1
(Printed version).

»Liaison Officer Report — Sri Lanka«. In Bulletin of the International
Council for Traditional Music. 143/April 2020. ISSN (Online)
http://ictmusic.org/sites/default/files/documents/bulletins/143-ICTM-Bulletin-
Apr-2020-better.pdf: pp. 19-21.

»Indigenous Voices within the Majority-Minority Discourse in Sri Lanka«
»Music, Migration and Minorities« In Muzikoloski Zbornik - Musicological
Annual 55/2. University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, 2019: 201-224.

»Sri Lanka: History, Culture, and Geography of Music«. Ed. Janet Sturmen
The SAGE International Encyclopedia of Music and Culture. New York: SAGE
Publishers, USA. 2019: 2069-2073.
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»Ethnomusicology of the Individual: Vishnuchittan Balaji between
Tradition and Innovativeness«. (co-authored with Svanibor Pettan) In
Muzikoloski Zbornik - Musicological Annual 54/1. Ljubljana: University of
Ljubljana, Slovenia, pages 107-122 (ISSN: 0580-373X) (Print) & ISSN: 2350-
4242 (Online) (DOI: 10.4312/mz.54.1.107-122), June 2018.

»Sangita Chikitsava, Ehi Pravanatha Ha Eyin Apa Samajayata Athi
Vidagathkama«. (Music Therapy, Its Trends and Their Importance for
Our Society Today). Sangeet. Journal of the Eastern Music Education II.
Colombo: Aesthetic Education Unit, Ministry of Education, pages 73-90 (ISSN
2478-0944), 2017.

»Use of Applied Ethnomusicology for the Betterment of Children and
Youngsters with Special Needs: A Case Study from Slovenia« In The
Conference Proceedings of the First International Conference of Musical
Heritage of Montenegro. Music Academy of the University of Montenegro,
pages 31-46 (ISBN 978-9940-9540-3-1), 2017.

»Opening Urban Social Spaces Through the Arts«. In Journal of Urban
Culture Research, Vol. 15. Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts, Chulalongkorn
University and Urban Research Plaza/ Urban Culture Research Center, Osaka
City University, Bangkok, Thailand, pages 28-41 (ISSN 2228-8279) (Print) &
ISSN 2408-1213 (Online), 2017.

»Liaison Officer Report — Sri Lanka«. In Bulletin of the International
Council for Traditional Music. 133/January 2017. ISSN (Online)
http://ictmusic.org/sites/default/files/documents/bulletins/133-ICTM-Bulletin-
Jan-2017-better.pdf: pp. 24-26.

»Bali Healing Ritual in Sri Lanka from a Medical Ethnomusicology
Perspective«. Muzikoloski zbornik - Musicological Annual 52/2. Ljubljana:
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, pages 121-136 (ISSN 0580-373X), 2016.
»Etnomuzikologija pojedinca: indijski muzi¢ar dr. V. BaladZi izmedu
teorije i prakse«. (co-authored with Svanibor Pettan) In Muzika izmedu teorije
i prakse. Novi Sad: Akademija umetnosti, Serbia, pages 36-49 (ISBN 978-86-
88191-64-7), 2016.
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»On the Therapeutic Aspects of Indian Classical Music«. In Musik-, Tanz-
und Kunsttherapie 1/12 (music, dance and art therapy 1/12) Themenheft —
Aufsereuropdische Musiktherapie (Special Issue - Extra-European music
therapy), Karl Hérmann et al. Edition. Musik-, Tanz- und Kunsttherapie 1/12
(Music, Dance and Art Therapy 1/12), Miinster: Hogrefe Verlag, Germany,
pages 8-14 (ISSN: ISSN-L 0933-6885, ISSN-Online 2190-6254), 2012.
»Merging of Cultural Beliefs, Music and Healing: Towards Medical
Ethnomusicology in Sri Lanka«. In Music in Society, ed. Jasmina Talam et al.
Sarajevo: Musicological Society of the FBiH and Academy of Music in
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, pages 277-286 (ISBN 978-9958-689-01-7),
2012.

»Sodobne prakse zdravstvenega varstva na Srilanki«. (Contemporary
Health Care Practices in Sri Lanka). In Le Monde Diplomatique, Slovenian
edition, pages 15-17, July-August 2012.

»Music, Medicine and Culture: Ritual Healing Practices in Sri Lanka«. In
Pax Sonoris: IV-V edition. Ed. E. M. Shishkina. Astrakhan: The State Folklore
Centre, Russia, pages 70-75 (ISSN 2222-4343), 2010-2011.

»Music Therapy - Sri Lankan Approaches«. In Methodology of Music
Research Vol. 6. Approaches to Music Research: Between Practice and
Epistemology. Eds. Leon Stefanija and Nico Schuler. Frankfurt am Main: Peter
Lang Internationaler Verlag der Wissenschaften, Germany, pages 229-236
(ISSN 1618-842X), 2011.

»Community Music Therapy in Action: Healing through Piri¢t Chanting in
Sri Lanka«. In The Proceedings of the 8" Academic Forum “Empowering
Urban Culture and Creativity: Art, Publicity, and Transformation”, Faculty of
Fine and Applied Arts, Chulalongkorn University and Urban Research Plaza/
Urban Culture Research Center, Osaka City University, Bangkok, Thailand,
pages 148-156 (ISSN 2228-8279), 2010.

»Liaison Officer Report — Sri Lanka«. In Bulletin of the International Council
for Traditional Music. CXVI (116), Canberra: International Council for
Traditional Music, Australia, pages 50-54 (ISSN 0739-1390), April 2010.
»Music as a Medium of Treatment: A Case Study from Sri Lanka«. In
Media and Diversity: Proceedings of the International Conference on Mass

Medic Studies — 2010. Eds. Tudor Weerasinghe, Laban Hill et al. Colombo:
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Department of Mass Media, Sri Palee Campus, University of Colombo, Sri
Lanka, pages 44-53, 2010.

»Between Tradition and Modernity, Between East and West: Experiences
with Music Therapy in Sri Lanka«. In Music in Society, ed. Ivan Cavlovic.
Sarajevo: Musicological Society of the FBiH and Academy of Music in
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, pages 208-219, 2009.

»Music and War in Sri Lanka«. In Militdrmusik im Diskurs, Band 3, ed.
Michael Schramm. Bonn: Bundesamt fiir Wehrverhaltung, Germany, pages 93-
106, 2009.

»Cultural Policies and Minority Musics in Kosovo and Sri Lanka. What
Can We Learn from a Comparative Study?« (co-authored with Svanibor
Pettan). In Voices of the Weak: Music and Minorities, ed. Zuzana Jurkova.
Prague: Slovo21, Czech Republic, pages 24 - 33 (ISBN 978-80-254-4095-7),
2009.

»Sannivédana Karyayehila Sangitayé Samajaylya Bhiumikava«. (The Role
of Music in Communication). In Mediology. Horana: Sri Palee Campus,

University of Colombo, Sri Lanka, pages 208-218, 2005.

Ongoing work in Applied and Medical Ethnomusicology:

Medical Humanities: Analyzing and Appreciating Music and its Role in Healing

Music for Children with Special Needs

Music for Elderly in Nursing Homes

Music for Cancer Patients
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